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President. . . . . . Charles A. Black
1st V.P. . . . . . . . . Gary Pirtle
2nd V.P. . . . . . . . James Black
3rd V.P. . . . . . . . Alan Stotsky
Secretary . . . . . . Lynn Drucker
Treasurer. . . . . . Mack Madzinski
JAG Capt. Edward Fink, USN, Ret.
Chaplain . . . . . . Oscar Romano

ALL COPY DEADLINE:
Please provide any photos, along with
copy, prior to the 1st day of the month
for publication in the next newsletter.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
Wednesday, June 4th at 4:00 PM

SEA CADET HEADQUARTERS

Located at:

300 S.W. 25th Street • Fort Lauderdale, FL 33315
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EDITORIAL STAFF

27 October 1959, the
Fort Lauderdale Council
received a charter from the
Navy League of the United
States.  The first dinner
meeting was held at the
Lauderdale Yacht Club
with Admiral Claude
Ricketts as the first guest

speaker.  Mr. Harry Greep was our first
President.  The Fort Lauderdale Council has
done many great things in our 50 years and
we are proud to recognize the hosting of
numerous ships, dignitaries, heroes, and
events.

Happy 50th Birthday!
This month, October, is the birthday

month for the U. S. Navy. The United States
Navy traces its origins to the Continental
Navy which the Continental Congress estab-
lished on 13 October 1775, hence the celebra-
tion of its 234th birthday!  Interestingly
enough, the Department of the Navy was not
established until 30 April 1798, 23 years later,
which was after the American War for
Independence.  Not to be confused with the
Navy Birthday, Navy Day commemorates
the founding of the Navy Department.

Guess who sponsored the first national
observance of Navy Day?  The Navy League!  

In 1922, the Navy League of New York

proposed that the official observance of Navy
Day be on 27 October in honor of President
Theodore Roosevelt whose birthday is 27
October and who, as we know, founded the
Navy League in 1902!

The Chief of Naval Operations has stated
that there are two Navy-wide dates to be cel-
ebrated annually.  One is the Navy’s birthday
and the other is Navy Day.  Since 1972, each
CNO has encouraged a Navy-wide celebra-
tion of this occasion (Navy Day) “to enhance
a greater appreciation of our Navy heritage
and to provide a positive influence toward
pride and professionalism in the naval serv-
ice.”  In contrast to Navy Day, the Navy’s
Birthday is intended as an internal activity
for members of the active forces and reserves
as well as retirees and dependents.  The
Navy now recognizes October as the month
to celebrate both dates.  

Please take a moment to reflect on the
past, the present and the future of our great
organization!  The Fort Lauderdale Council
of the Navy League of the United States is
proud to celebrate 50 years this month!  

Let’s celebrate our accomplishments
together!

Chuck Black
President
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NEXT GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Wednesday, November 18th, 2009

Coral Ridge Yacht Club

6-7PM Cocktails  • 7-9PM Dinner

Special Guest:

Captain Richard M. (Rick) Kenin

Wednesday, November 4th, at 4:00 PM

P.O. Box 4385, Sunrise Station
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The HMS Iron Duke will be visiting
Port Everglades on October 30th




